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ABSTEACT ^ 

An occupational survey was conducted to provide 
additionaiiwiata for educational planning. Specif ic objectives of the 
survey were: (1) to determine the number of persons currently, 
employed In the district; (2) to determine the number of persons 
needed for; employment in two yfears and in five years; and (3) to 
identify current and projected training 'needs of the College's 
primary service area. The personal interview method was used to 
gather the following data: (1) type of business, (2) employer's 
minimum education requirements, (3) whether or not he had employed 
and/or expected to have need for alumni from the colleges 
occupational programs, and (4) certain] specif ics regarding each job 
title withiri the organization. Results; are given in tabular form. 
(CK) 
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OCCUPATIONAL NEEDS SURVEY FOR THE OKALOOSA-WALTON 
JUNIOR COLLEGE ^STRICT 
CONDUCTED DURING JULY AND AUGUST, 1971 



Many kinds of knowledge about^the community of the 
public junior college are needed. The college offering 
is, affected by population growth or , decline, economic 
stability, breadth of industrial , commercial, or 
agricultural employment • ♦ . to name only a few of 
the factors. 

The occupational survey as conducted by this college and 
financed by the Florida State Department of Education was design- 
ed to provide additional data which are .constantly needed for • 
educational planning purposes. Without surveys of this nature, it 
is next to impossible to effectively evaluate the community's many 
occupational needs and to develop and correlate appropriate instruc 
tional offerings;. 

The Florida Sta€e Employment Service conducted the last ^ 
employment survey of tbe Okaloosa-Walton area in April, 1962 — two 
years prior to the opening of the College. That report, together 
with others which are based on annual employment data, have been 
Invaluable to local curriculum planners; however, it was obvious 
that a .new and comprehensive survey of the district was definitely 
needed in order to facilitate the Collegers continued evaluation 
of the effectiveness, of its programs and to determine if needs 
existed for additional occupational programs. 

The specific objectives of the 1971 survey were to inves- 
tigate the emplo3rmiBnt characteristics of ; the College's twp*county 
service area ^^d to analyze the community's vocational training 
needs« Specifically, the- objecjkives were* (1) to determine the 
number of persons currently employed in the district ; (2) to 
deteinnine the number of pe,rs^ns tiirb years 

in five years; and (37 to identify current and projected 
training peeds of the College's primary service area. 

' . The .area which the College serves is located in west . 

Florida knd consists^pyrin^ and Walton counties; 

both counties extend froia the* Florida-Alabama, state line on the 
notth to the^ Gulf of Me?rico^ b^^ A large percentage of 

the land area in^ each county Is oraed^jand controlled ^by the f ed- 
erftl govertilhehty thus limit 1^^ development, j^or the . 

. ' James iW. Thox^nton, Jr. , The Commtmity Junior College , 
(Kcw York: J^ t 1966, p. 174, 
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■logt .part, to the northern part of each county, the coastal area from 
Destin eastward and around Cboctawhatchee Bay-^ and small areas around 
Fort Walton Beach, Valparaiso, and Niceville. 

Walton is the larger of the two counties with 1,135 square 
miles, and. Okaloosa County has a total of 1,003 square miles« Okaloosa 
County, however, has the -greatest population. In I960, Okaloosa had 
80 percent of t be district^'s population*, arid in 1970, its total had 
risen to 85 percent. Table 1 presents the population in each county 
daring the last two census years and the- relationship between these 
coimttes and the total State population. 

TABLE 1 

POPULATION OF OKALOOSA AND WALTON COUNTIES 
COMPARED WITH STATE POPULATION 
1960 and 1970 



Okaloosa Walton 
Floric^a County County' 



Population, 1960 


4,951,560 - 


61,175 


15,576 


Percent of State Total 


100 


1.25 


.31 


Percent of Two-County Total 




79.71 


. 20.29 


Population, 1970 


6,789,443 


88,187 


16,087 


Percent of State Total 


100 


1.30 


.24 


Percent of Twp-Cotmty Total 




84.57 


15.43 



Source: r Florida Statistical Abstract, 1971, y. 21. 



The procedures utilized in the various^ occupational surveys 
that have been conducted in the state of Florida' are quite numerous « 
Some have attempted to survey a wide range of businesses by mailing 
rather formidable questionnaires which are probable causes, in many 
cases, for ver^ light' responseis; others have surveyed selected 
businesses by personal interviews. The pen;onal interview method, 
altiiough requiring more man hours than the ^ m^ type^ was felt 

to be the most desirable imd thus, jsms used in thisistudy. 

* The data obtained in this survey were recorded on locally 
devel6|>ed and pre-tested sux*vey forms. !rhid f orm provided for 
the collection of data relative to the tl) type of business,. 

• (2) empl0yer*6 minimum education reqtd.reinentSf (3) whether or not 
he had employed, ahd^or ^kpected to have tteed foj^ employment of 
alumni jj^rom eacii of the Cidl lege ^ s occupi^lonal prograsis , and 
(4) certain specif ics regarding eiach%]ob title-within the organic 
zation i>ictiohary of Occupational Titles classification^ number 
current]ly employed, vacancies, toiikl needs expected In 1973 and 

.in 1976, estimated turn-over rate, and the seasonal demands of 

\ the ioM \ 



Interview response data were received froa 683 organizations 
in Okaloosa and Walton Coxmti^s with* the Tiighest percent from each 
county occurring in the wholesale/retail trades. The secopd highest 
percent of businesses in each county represented ^the variouj^ service 
trades. Tabic 2 presents the dlstrtbution by' county of businesses 
surveyed within nine laajor categories^ * ^ 

* ■ 
' TABLE 2 . 

SUMMARY OF BUSINESSES SURVEYED 
♦ \ WITHIN INDUSTRY DJCVisiON - — 



Industry. Division 


Number 


Percent 


' Okaloosa 


Walton 


Okaloosa 


Walton 


Agriculture 


3 


1 


. .6 


.6 


WhoIesaleAetail 


240 . 


,87 ' 


46.5 ■ 


.52.4 


Service Trades 


179 


.39 • 


♦ ■ 

34.7 


. 23^5 


Construction 


33 


'6 


6.4- 




Transportation/Utilities 


8 


4 

•* 


'l.6- 


• 2.4 


Finance, Ins. Real Estate > 


27 


7 


5.2 * ^ 




Government (Fed/St at eAocal) 


.4 ■. 


10 


• .8 


6.0 ' 


Uanufactiu-tng - 


21 . 


10 


* 4.1 


6.0- 


Ulning 


1' 


' 3* 


.2 


1.8 


Total 


516 


167 


100 


100 



Many data stittunaries were prepared for use within the College 
ai^d by other interested parties, and the fallowing are selected 
examples: (1> "District Nonagricultural Eaployment as ReporteM^Jjy: 
the State Employment Servitse and Compared- w 

Data;** (2) "Summary of Position Ne;ads by Iiidustty for Okaloosa and 
Walton potinties and (3) "Position Needs Within Business Type 
and County*'* These data summaries are presented in Tables 3, 4p 
and 5 of this reports 
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TABLE 3 

DISTRICT NOKAGRICULTURAL EMPLGYMElTr AS REPORTElJ 
BY THE STATIE JS!PLOYi!EKT SERVICE AM) 
COMPARED WITH COMPARABLE SURVEY DATA 



IndustJ^r Div^cions 




Okaloosa 




Walton 


Total 


Sui^€y^ Percent^ 


Total 


Survey^ 


Percent^ 


Wholesale/Retail 


4,100 


2,906 


70.9 


660 


601 


91.1 


Service Trades^ * 


3,660 


i2,756 


75.3 


300 


331 


110.3 


Construction 


1,120 


546 


48.0 


140 


81 


57.9 


Transport^t ion/ 














Utilities 


1,080 


314 


29.1 


160 


73 


45.6. 


Finance , Insur anc e ^ 














Real Estate 


660 


407 


62.0 


80 


54 


67.5 


Government 


7,720 


592^ 




880 


462 


52.5 


Manufacturing 


2,040 


402 


19.7 


320 


405 


.1^6.9 


Mining 




2 










' , Total 


20,380^ 7^925 


38.9 


2,540 


2,026 


79.8 



^Excluding reported job vacancies , 

t>Belationship of survey responses to total expected, as reported In 
SOURCE document . ^ ^ ' 

^An additional 1325 Okaloosa County Governineatal employees were 

reported subsequent to the preparation of all data"" summaries for 
the original 41-page report; to a^oid confusion when comparisons 
are made, the additional workers are not included in this siimmary. 

^he source document listed all additional^ category for each county — 
other non-agricultural workers (Okaloosa 2580 and Walton 400) 

SOURCE: Florida Statfstlcal Abstract, 1971, pp^ 315 and 317. 



TABLE 4 



SUMMARY OF POSI'^ION NEEDS BY INDUSTRY 
FOB OKALOOSA AND WALTON COUNTIES 



Okaloosa' County 





Emp^ 


Vac. 


Needed 


, Snip. 


Vac. 


I Needed 


Industry Division 


1971 


1971 


1973 


I97€i 


1971 


4971 


j 1673 


1976 


Agriculture 


l6 




19 


22 


84 




1 86 


86 


Whol esiii e/Ret ai 1 


2906 


188 


3459 


.4022 


601 


17 


I 697 


'801 ' 


Service Trades 


2956 


197 


3358 


3645 


331 


'• 32 


}. 392 


447 ' 


Constrxiction , ; 


' 546 


32 


'^'61^ 


670 


81 


^9 


•'^103 


122 


Transpbrtation/Util , 


314* 


'6 


36^ 


^' 417 


73 




i '92 


115 ' 


Finance, Ins.f Real Est« 


407' 




•505 


, 620 


. 54- 




j 64 


71 


Government \, 


*692* 


17 


599 


602 


462- 


13' 


1 497 


• 532 


itiBuiufacturing \, 


40Z 


27 


440 


948 


405 


28 


; ^28 


659- 


Mining '\ 


2 




3 


' 4 


• 19 


11 


i .31 


\ 35* 


" y Total 


7941 


486 


9365 


10450 


2110 


110 


12490 


2868 


fftSoe footnote "C*' to Table 


3\ 
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TABLE 5 

POSITION NEEDS WITHIN BISIKESS T?PB AND OOUKrY 



Okaloosa County 



Item Business Type 



Enp, Vac* ' Needed 
1971 1971 1973 1976 



Valton County 



Emp, Vac« Needed 
1971 1971 1973 1976 



ACHIICULTURE 

1 Agxlcultui^e 

2 Niarserles 

Division Totals 



12 
16 



iraOLESALE/RETAIL 



( 




•7 
15 
22 



84 
84 



.SERVICE TOADES *. 

1 Hotels * 

2 Motelfl ^ * 

3 Personal Services 

4 Auto Repair # , 
5" Ifotlbn Pictures 

6 Attusenents t „ ' 

7 Recreatloh Service 
.« Medi<Sii and Health 

9 . Legal ; • •■ , ^ 

10. Nonprofit Organizatns 

11. BroadoaStilig : 

12 LMd pevelppment ' 

13 «Electron|.cs« 

'•'1^% PluKbinie •;>. ■■''' ' 



.97 
730 
307 

56 
. 6 

15 
140 
144 

29 

55' 
104 

205* 
260 



49, 
<J2 
36 

19 



13 
19 



142 
774 
3*7 
79 
6 

. V19 
152 
169 
31 

63. 
115 

■ ■ • , . 

261 

-310 

4 * . 



139 
801 
403 

6 
19 e 
157 
127 

31 / 
47 f 
122 « 

341 
311 



5 

11 
1 



2 
1 



86 
86 



98 
40 

10 
9 
18 

96 
17 
19 
33 
36 



86 
86 



1 


Building Material 


159 




200 


262 


17 


1 


21 


25 


. 2 


Hardware 


64 


9 


82 


95 


37 


1 


54 


72 


3 


' General Merchandise 


357 


6 


393 


410 


69 


1 


71 


90 


4 


Food * 


524 


24 


643 


905 


132 


1 


162 


185 


5 


Auto Dealers 


260 


19 


260 


312 


60 


3 


72 


87 


6 


Gas Stations 


203 


16 


222 


241 


48 




50 


51 


7 


Apparel * ^ 


78 


10 


82 


94 


33 




33 


36 


8 


Heating/Cooling 


37 


5 


43 


33 


10 


2 


14 


14 


9 


Jlatifig and Drinking 


902 


72 


1136 


1249 


102 


6 


115 


129 


10 


Home Furnishings' 


36 


x2 


39 


44 


18 




18 


2C 


11 


Fuel 

Florists / 


43 


• 4 


56 


61 


28 


2 


34 


35 


12* 


11 




11 


11 


8 




9 


9 


13 


Trailer Sales 


= 20 




28 


28 










*14^ 


Pharmacy 


43 




53 


56 


21 




23 


26 


15 


Jewelry 


2*. 


4 


. 29 


J4 










.16 


Office Supplies 


27 




27 


2/ 










17 


Dairy Products 


18 




28 


28 










18 


. Motorcycles 


■ 13 




13 


13 










'19 


Bicydea 


4 




6 


6 












Other , 


15 


X 


1^2 


12 


10 




10 


10 




• Division Totals 


2906. 


18JB 




4022 


601 


17^ 


697 


801 



111 

40 
10 
9 
20 

107 
IB 
22 
39 
55 



TABLE 5 continued 



Okaloosa County 



iTalton County 







Ettip « 


Vac 


Heeded 






Needed 


Item 


Bt:siness Type 


1971 


1971 


1973 


1976 


1971 


1971 


1973 


1976 


15 


Rental Properties , 


10 




10 


10 










16 


Moving/Storage 


162 


7 


199 


208 


9 


1 


9 


9 


37 


Aircz'aft 


196 




196 


377 










18 


Research/Development 


37 


2 


1^ 


192 










19 


Marinas 


38 


27 


82 


79 










20 


Other 


171 


5 


174 


174 


7 




7 


7 




Division Totals 


2756 


197 


3338 


3645 


- 331 


32~ 


392 


447 


CONSTROPTION 
1 


















1 


Building Construction 


338 


16 


380 


414 


32 


S 


42 


44 


2 


Home Construction 


36 


3 


48 


62 


45 


4 


57 


74 


3 


Road Construction 


(50 


1 


69 


69 










4* 


Special Construction 


37 


12 


56 


59 


4 




4 


4 


5 


Other 


75 




66 


66 












Division Totals 


546 


"32 


619 


670 


81 


6~ 


103~ 


I2F 



TRANSPORTATION/UTILITIES 



1 


Public Utilities 








4 


2 


Motor Frel^t 


12 


. 14 


20 




3 


Air Transportation 


11 


12 


14 




4 


Connunicatlons 


12 


12 


12 


16 


S 


Elec.y Gas, Sntry,Svcs 


279 


6 32S 


371 


53 




Division Totals 


314 


6 363 


417 


73 



21 
67 
92 



FINANCE, INSURANCE, REAL ESTATE. 



Banking 
2[ Credit Agencies 

3 Secur i ty/Commodi ty 

4 Insurance - 

Division Totals 

GOVERNMENT 



X City 

2 County (included in 9 
> total) 

County (not in total)* 1325 

3^ Federal 583 

4 ' State ,: , , *. 

Division Totals 592 



*See footnote "p" W Table 3 



227 




272 


295 


32 


95 


4 


102 


107 


6 


50 


12 


94 


179 




35 




37 


39 


1© 


407 


W 


505 


620 


54 



12 



21 



»24 




25 1400 1475 
5 578 578 

"17 "599 "602 



33 
77 
115 



45 
6 

20 
71 



9 ■ 9 
8 404 • 420 
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TABLE S continued 




Item Byg^^Pegg Tjrpe, 
MAKUFACTJRING 



1 


Pood 


2 


Apparel 


3 


t4Uiid>er and Wood 


4 


Pi&lisfaing 


5 


■Fabricated Metal 


6 


Conct^e 


1 


^oa^ts 


8 


Be-BuUdlng 


d 


Ice 


10 


Otber 



Division Totals 



MINING 



Bop. Vac. Needed 
lOTl 1971 1973 1976 



1 Water 

2 Sand 

Division Totals 



2 



^tAND TOTALS — All Divisions 

7941 



3 
"5 



194 


11 


204 


201 


85 




88 


89 


30 


5 


34 


34 


46 


5 


51 


56 


26 


3 


34 


42 


6 


2 


9 


11 


15 


1 


20 


25 


402 


27" 


440 


458 



4 



486 9365 10460^ 



Enp. Vac. Needed 
1971 1971 1973 197S 



240 


5 


257 


273 


70 


20 


169 


266 


71 


2 


68 


71 


7 




7 


10 


2 


1 


7 


14 


7 




9 


9 


8 




11 


16 


405 


28" 


528 . 


659 



8 
11 
19 



11 



11 



20 
11 
31 



24 

ii- 
35 



2110 110 2490 2860 



in suimaxy. an attempt has been «ad« to describe t^^^PP'^J** 
used to iS^^STo;* districts salient J^^S Stt^C 

V^X^^^X charLterlatics wbich J- K^'^T^^f A^ a^^Spf^^ 
occui^attonal curriculum relevant to '^^"^"n^*^ "?^\,^^ 

to flV detentiiae the number of pfersona employed in nine major 
SpioJ^eit ca^e^el (2) to determine the -^^^^^^^^^ 
n title needed for employiaent in two years a»d in ^V^e years. 
iSd <3) to Idefitify currimt and projected training ««^s within the 
Call^e district. ;■• ■ \ 

By use Of norlda Department of ^^^''^^ VSlfloni^- 
th. infolmatlon obtAin^ in th« survey. " /f^^f^m^^^ 
Sately S^3.000 persons werj ^^^^.^ Jj":^^^ 
4:t,*i> 11^4 ^ob vacancies existed « tne xxme qx xn© wmav^j* _^ 
Sio piovldeS rStii^lte of the various lK,sltion^nee|s^^^ 
Jite J^s in tto future, "w well as providlug^tensive \data. to aid 
S lhe S^tiSuS^ analysis of projected <>°T'f at 
Sfir^Uon has been «ide available ^^^f t^J^^^^ 
iSiCoilege and to tHe PXorida^tate 

use in serHag the eng)Xoyttept neeM^ \ \ 



